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COVID-19

Annotated case studies for facilitators

COVID 19: 
legitimate limitations?

www.forb-learning.org/exercises/
covid-19-handout

Algeria: Churches remained closed amidst pandemic

territory are opened, in strict compliance with health measures and protocols for 

in place for churches, even though the same social distancing and health protocols 

FACILITATORS NOTES 

guidance

• 

Sources 
  

www.uscirf.gov  

Rights https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_
COVID19.pdf
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FACILITATORS NOTES 

guidance

• States should only deprive persons of their liberty as a last resort, on 
grounds that are established by law, and with appropriate procedural 

• 

Sources  
https://www.state.

gov/reports/2020-report-on-international-religious-freedom/azerbaijan/  
https://www.ohchr.org/

sites/default/files/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_COVID19.pdf
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of worship 

FACILITATORS NOTES 

• 
to hold Friday prayers during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan for 

• 
ban two months later, in response to an appeal by twelve Catholic 

Sources  

https://www.
osce.org/files/f/documents/e/c/457567_0.pdf 

https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-how-new-
restrictions-on-religious-liberty-vary-across-europe-135879
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The church protested both the delay and the rules which made it impossible for 

Patrick Iba Ba of Libreville wrote to parishes informing them that security forces 

Soldiers then surrounded the Archbishop’s residence, barricaded nearby roads 
and churches, arrested two priests in the diocese and used teargas on parishioners 

FACILITATORS NOTES 

guidance

• 

• 

Sources  
https://catholicherald.co.uk/after-seven-months-of-lockdown-police-violently-shut-down-
church-reopenings-in-gabon/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/
sites/default/files/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_COVID19.pdf

CASE STUDY
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Myanmar:  

of the Penal Code for organising the funeral of a Buddhist monk, which more 

FACILITATORS NOTES 

guidance

• 

• States should only deprive persons of their liberty as a last resort, on 
grounds that are established by law, and with appropriate procedural 

Sources  
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/28/myanmar-hundreds-jailed-

covid-19-violations and Rachel Fleming  
https://www.ohchr.org/

sites/default/files/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_COVID19.pdf
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avoided seeking treatment, fearing their body would be cremated if they were 

the child and the added trauma of being unable to bury him according to Islamic 

FACILITATORS NOTES 

report back:
• 

guidance

• 

• 

Sources  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/sri-

lanka-cremations-covid/2021/02/12/b97719a6-6562-11eb-bab8-707f8769d785_story.html  
https://www.ohchr.org/

sites/default/files/Documents/Events/EmergencyMeasures_COVID19.pdf
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USA:  

Then Vice President Mike Pence said that churches should not host groups 

and that small gatherings maintain social distancing measures of 6 feet between 

limit, or move worship online to comply with the CDC guidelines, despite state-

of a Pentecostal megachurch in Florida, chose to ignore one such stay-at-home 

FACILITATORS NOTES 

be aware of when the external dimension of the right to freedom of 
religion or belief, including the right to assemble for worship, may in fact 

Sources  
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/27/

most-states-have-religious-exemptions-to-covid-19-social-distancing-rules/ 
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-us-news-ap-top-

news-freedom-of-religion-politics-2932726091de722fa3e4a5bf41c84d0c
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