Research teams 1 h 50 min

UNDERSTANDING FORB IN CONTEXT ANALYSE

GROUP EXERCISE

About the exercise

TARGET AUDIENCE

Best suitedto civil society organisations, human rights defenders and decisionmakers
for whom a thorough grasp of the state of FORB in the country is important.
Particularly useful in contexts with wide-ranging violations of the right. Requires
participants to have a basic grasp of FORB and of the framework for determining if
limitations to FORB are legitimate.

PURPOSE knowledge

To assist a group or an organisation in carrying out a context analysis covering all
the dimensions of FORB.

DESCRIPTION

Using research questions and reports on the state of FORB in the country,
participants work in groups to investigate the state of different dimensions of the
right to freedom of religion or belief in their country. Requires the facilitator to
research the state of FORB in the country in preparation for the exercise.

Instructions

o RESOURCES AND ADVANCE PREPARATION ccccccccccccccccccccoccoccocccccnce,

¢ Read the questions on the research question handouts.

¢ Find and read national and international reports on the state of FORB in
your country. (This is good practice before leading any training on FORB.)

¢ |dentify which sections of the reports will be useful in answering the
research questions. Compile these sections to form a ‘research pack’
for participants to use.

e Based on your reading, adapt the research question handouts by
removing questions that are not relevant to your context and adding
questions you find more relevant. Aim to have 3-4 questions per
template (group).

¢ Print out one ‘research pack’ per group (6 groups) and two copies of the
research question sets (6 different question sheets x 2 copies per group).

Find the editable research question handouts at www.forb-learning.org/
exercises/research-teams-handout.

Find guidance and help to find country information at www.forb-learning.
org/learn/country-information.
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UNDERSTANDING FORB IN CONTEXT

HOW TO INTRODUCE THE EXERCISE 5 MIN

Explain to participants that their task is to research a FORB context analysis that
covers different dimensions of FORB. Divide participants into 6 groups and give
each group a set of research questions and a research pack.

Explain that each group has different questions and that their task is to find out

as much information as they can about their questions using the research pack
provided, their own knowledge or by searching the internet. Ask them to write
key points they find on flip chart sheets to present to the plenary.

Comment that in doing their analysis it is important to have the following in mind:

Consider both legal restrictions of the right (including family and personal identity
law) and the restrictions/violations that are, in practice, placed on people by
authorities and by members of the family, community or extremist groups.
Remember the rules governing when limitations on FORB are legitimate (or
not). Remind them of these if necessary.

Think about the different ways in which males and females are affected.

HOW TO RUN THE EXERCISE 1 H 40 MIN

RESEARCH (40 MIN)

Ask the groups to get started with their research and tell them they have 40
minutes to find as much information as they can. Circulate among the groups,
helping them if they struggle to locate the information they need in the
research packs/online.

PRESENTATIONS AND PLENARY DISCUSSION (60 MIN)

Bring participants back to the plenary. Give each group up to 5 minutes

to present their findings and an additional 5 minutes for questions and
discussions of the findings and then move to the next group, even if there is a
lot more you could discuss!

When all the groups have presented ask participants to share their reflections

using the following questions:

— Have you learnt anything new today? Did anything surprise you?

— Are there things you still want to find out?

— From what has been described, what do you think are the most important
challenges for FORB in the country?

— How did this listening to the results of everyone’s research make you feel?

HOW TO CONCLUDE THE EXERCISE 5 MIN

Thank participants for their hard work and congratulate them on their research.
Make clear if the information gathered will be documented and shared with them
after the training. Mention any coming sessions in the training that will focus on
action planning to tackle some of the issues highlighted.

If looking at problems has left a heavy feeling in the group, share a story to

encourage people that change is possible! Think of an inspirational story from
your context or share inspiration from the ‘changemaker stories' on the following
webpage: www.forb-learning.org/work-for-forb/tactics.

Source
Katherine Cash, SMC Faith in Development/FORB Learning Platform
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TIP! Learn more about
the dimensions of FORB
with the 'Quick guide to
religious freedom'.

TIP! Schedule a break
or run an energiser
after half of the groups
have presented in order
to keep energy levels
going.



